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ARBITRARY ARRESTS.

On Monday last Mr. Senator Powell, of Ken¬
tucky, introduced into the Senate a resolution re¬

questing the President of the United States to
communicate to that body all information in his
possession bearing on the arrest and imprisonment
of Col. Riohard T. Jacobs, Lieutenant Governor of
the State of Kentucky, and Col. Frank Wolford,
one of the Presidential electors of that State; par¬
ticularly by whose order they were arrested and
imprisoned, where they are at present confined, and
what offences are clurged against them.
On the following day (Tuesday) Mr. Powell

called up the resolution for consideration, when
Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, urged that prior¬
ity should be given to a bill, pending in the Senate,
whioh had for its object to seoure the freedom of
the wives and children of all negroes who have
been or may ba mustered into the military or naval
service of the United States. Mr. Wilson, how¬

ever, finally waived his objections to the considera¬
tion of Mr. Powell's resolution, which was thus
brought before the Senate for final action.

Mr. Howard, of Michigan, having objected to

the consideration of the resolution on the ground
that it proposed to " convert the Senate into a sort
of inquisition to use its power in the enforcement
ol inquiries into matters which pertain exclusively
to the Executive," Mr. Grimes, of Iowa, ob¬
jected to this view in the following terms :

" 1 ha Senator from Keutucky, representing hit State,
aays that two men in that State have been arrested, and he
knows not for what they have been arretted. He says
that they have been spirited away, and he knows not whi¬
ther they have been carried. Is it not our duty to make
some inquiry in regard to a question of that kind ? Are
we going to be entirely indiflerent to the liberties of the
people of this country 7

" I am not sent here, Mr President, for the purpose of
fitting with my arms folded in silence and iu quiet, and
giving no vote iu favor of au inquiry of this kind. I Lave
no doubt that when the inquiry ttiall be pursued properly
there will be a perfect vindication of the officers of the
Government. I Lave no sort of question thit these men

were properly arrested, and after the statements that have
been made here by the Senator from Kentucky, I am anxi¬
ous that his resolution shall be adopted, in o-.ier that they
may be thoroughly vindicated, and I am satiified that the
inquiry will vindicate them ; but if it be otherwise, if these
men have been improperly arrested, then it is the duty of
tbe Senate to say go, and to put its seal of reprobation
upon those who have thus improperly arrested them

" Mr. President, I trust that this Senate is not going to
.it quietly by, and when charges are made here by the
Senator representing a State of arbitrary conduct on the
part of any of the i fficers of this Government, refuse to
make any aquiry because it is claimed that to do so would
be a proceeding of a quasi judicial character. It is one of
tbe prerogatives of this body to protect the liberties of the
people of the States and the rights and interests of the States
themselves."

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, supported the reso-

^ lution of inquiry, and instanocd similar cases of
arbitrary arrests which had come within his know¬
ledge, but which he believed had been undertaken
and enforced by military subaltern.'", without autho¬

rity of the President, and sometimes without his

privity until it was too late to countermand them.
In illustration of these statements he said :

" Congreas passed, tome two years ago, I think, an act
which was intended to put an end, in a measure, to the
principal injustice which was the result, and sure to be tbe
reault, of these military arrests ; at d in all cases, as pro¬
vided for by that act, where the parties were not liable to

military control, tbe persons charged were to be handed
over to tbe civil tribunals, and, if an indictment was not
found within a limited period, they were to be discharged.

" I speak knowingly when I say to the Senate that that
law has been altogether disregarded in Maryland, and that it
has equally been disregarded within this District Men with¬
out number have l*en arrested, and have been handed
over, not to the civil tribunals lor trial, but to military
commissions, and have beeB convicted and sentenced to the
penitentiary, and arc now, some of them, suffering under
those sentences.
"These military gentlemen.I i.p*ak not of the Presi

dent of the United States.seem to think that they are

under no obligation at all to observe the civil laws; not

only not bound to observe the laws of tbe States where
they happen to be located at the time, but not bound to
obaerve tbe laws of Congress ; and they not only assnme

jurisdiction, but 1 know, if I know any thing «f law, that
they have from time tj time, and indeed constantly, con¬

victed upon evidence that would not bo received in any
Court of civil justice in the country.

'. But I ritso more <specially to state n case whieh will
show the Senate the groat eiteut to which this usurpation
of authority has been extended. At the late election in
Maryland, wbe i the question before the people w as whether
tbe constitution framed by the Convention who bad that
subject under their consideration should be adopted by the
people or not, a gentleman of Caroline county, Union
from the beginning of this civil strife, and Union still, of-
fared to vote, and to<ik the oaths prescribed, every one of
them, answered every question propounded to him, but
was refuaed, ar d hp sued tbe judge of election, as he had a

perfect right to do. The military commander in Baltimore,
by tome persons immediately in the neighborhood where
the fact occurred, being informed of if, the gentleman was

arrested, having committed no offence at all unless (if that
bo an cffince) suing the judge for refuting to receive his
?ote, brought to the city of Baltimore, thrown into prison,
and I believe is there still. He was not only thrown into
prison and kept in prison, but his friends were not per¬
mitted to see him, and have not bcei permitted, as I be
lieve, since to see him. This is one cise.

" The last election in our Sta'e for members of our Le¬
gislature resulted in the choice of a majority of citiiens
who were called Democrats. There was a minority of
two in tbe Senate of Maryland One of them, eleoted
from one of our counties, said to be a timid man, was

threatened with arrest if he did not resign, and be
resigned. But that left a majority still. In the county of
Somerset, where a Democrat was eleeted, receiving a mi

jority of between three and four thousand votes, he re
ceived a very polite letter from the General in command,
askiog him in substance whether he thought it was right
that he should lake his seat in the Senate of Maryland, as

be had ratoed a r*bel flag in April, 1*G1, upon bis own

premises Fie replied to it.I have tbe reply by me

courteously, denying the charge, protesting that it was

altogether false, asking permission to satisfy the Msjir
General that it was false, taying that he would oome up at
any moment in order to lay before him the proofs which
he aaid he bad to establish the fict of its falsehood. And
the reply to the request was a lile of soldiers and his ar

rest; and he was brought to the city of Baltimore, thrown
into the most loathsome dungeon,, which had formerly been
used as a mere slave pen, without bed clothing to lie upon,
and the next day, without investigation and opportunity
for defeace, he was sent Sonth by order of tbe Major
General.
Mr. Powell. Will the Senator from Maryland allow

me to ask who that Major General was ?

Mr. Johnson Major General Wallace The Presi¬
dent wss informed of it. and at tbe time he was informed
of It he was told that the order bad not been executed

He immediately sent a despatch requesting that nothing
more should be done, and the answer to the despatch wai
that tbe man had been seat South already.
" Now, whether he wai guilty of raising the rebel flig

iu 1861 or not 1 hare do personal knowledge ; uor have I
any personal knowledge of the gentleman himself; but be
is represented to me to be a man of the highest possible
character, a man of uniuipeaehed integrity, aud whose
word would be taken by every body who knows him. I
have no doubt that Geo. Wallace has aoted under the im¬
pression that he was discharging a duty representations
have been made to him upon tbe faith of which he h»*
acted; but in his desire to perform his duty and to r>4
Maryland of those whom he supposed were traitor* be for¬
got that every citleen of Maryland has a right heiird
when be is charged with an offenoe.

" It may be, Mr. President, that upon the grouud of
military necessity, iu the beginning of this dreadful war,

aiming as it did at the very life of the nation, these arrests
ware unavoidable; but thank Qod it is not so now ; thank
God it seems now to be approaching its end, and the end
will be the restoration of the Union ; but let the Senate of
the United Stater, if upon reasons of military necessity
they have heretofore refused to interfere, say now that in
suppretsing the rebellion they mean to preserve the rights
of the loyal oitireus.

" The case to which 1 have adverted is now under tbe
examination, as I understand, of the President of the
United States, aud 1 have confidence in him as a lawyer
and as a humane man, as one willing, to the extent of his
knowledge, to maintain the rights of the oitisen, and as a

man anxious, as much as any other man living, to exeoute
justice in mercy, that he will see that no possible harm
shall fall upon a citizen of Maryland without aause."
The resolution, after this discussion, was adopted

by the Senate without opposition from any quarter.

FUTURE POLITICAL ISSUES.

The New York World, whioh, more than any
other paper of its party, may be regarded as a typi¬
cal exponent of the present attitude and future
tendencies of Democratic opinion, expresses the
belief that slavery is in a rapid prooees of disap¬
pearance as an element of political discussion likely
to furnish points of difference between loyal citi¬
zens. To this effect it sava :

" Before another Presidential election the abolitjon que-
tioo, lor example, will probably be iu such a state that
past ideas will not apply. As the problem1 advances to¬
ward its predetermined solution, we shall see public opin¬
ion more and more disposed to acquiesce in the manifest
tendency of events. Before the expiration of its new
lease of power, the Republican party will have secured a
constitutional amuilinent for the entire extirpation of
slavery in the United States. If the South should, mean¬
while, gain its independence, slavery can be no longer a

question of Federal politics; but if we disarm Southern
resistance, the anti-slavery amendment will have been put
in force, and have done its work before tbe Democratic
party can be iu power. Wby should tbe party bind itself
to a dead corpse ?

" Unless the Democratic party is blind enough to run
the hazard of disintegration, it must distinguish between
question virtually settled and questions that still remain
open. It must so far keep pace with events a* to accept
their logic. Public opinion has no efficiency without po¬
litical combination; but for maeses large enough to form
a majority to act iu concert, thought must be left free on
all questions save those which rank as living, vital issues.
Tbe number who oppose the abolition of Blavery (now a

minority) is uot likely to grow larger, but to grow lets,
with the progress of time. Every Democrat can, o(
course, hold whatever opinion he chooses on that subject.
Such opinions are no longer of the slightest political con
sequence. Individual Democrats will think what they
pleaie; but the subject must bo dismissed from the range
of topics on which the party is expected to have distinotive
view*. There is no conceivable position on the slavery
questicn on whioh the Democratic party can plant itself
and become a majority. Its antecedents and associations,
as well as its respect for tbe Constitution as it stands, for
bid it to become an abolition party ; the progress of events
and the tendency of public opinion, as well as the Comti-
tution in the form into whioh it is certain to be ameuded,
forbid it to commit itself to the fortunes of a moribund
institute u."

We do not doubt that tbe World gives counsel
with its usual sagacity when it advises the party of
which it is a leadicg organ not to "commit itself]
to the fortunes of a moribund institution." We
do not understand that any loyal upholder cf the
Federal Government has ever proposed to " com¬

mit" either himself or the Government to the sop-
port of the 11 moribund institution" of slavery, as

the World calls it, though there are many who
make it a condition of " loyalty" that all who up¬
hold the Federal Government shall join in giving
an anti-slavery direction to the war.

The political relations of slavery being thus, ac¬

cording to the view of the World, in a prooess of
obsolescence, it suggests to its political friends that
they have a "better chance to gain the publio ear

and to render valuable service to the country" by
giving their attention to current and emergent
(jucstions connected with the finanoial policy of the
Government. It says :
" A vast debt and a great war arc objects cf deep solici¬

tude with all thinking men. To pay tbe interest on tbe
one ar.d to support tbe other will put upon the resources of
the country an increasing strain, which must give a new
turn to our politics as the pressure is more and more felt.
Tbe country already begins to stagger under tbe burden."

THE NEW DRAFT.
We publish in another column tbe proclamation of the

President calling for a new levy of three hundred thousand
men. A Washingt< n letter says tbat the War Department
inUnda tbat this new requisition shall produce the number
of men called for. The lait call produced but forty per
cent, of the amount. " Running to Canada and elsewhere
was a very large Irak in the last endeavor to recruit the
army. Plenty of time to do this was allowed. Tbe dralt
ed will be fetched up with a short turn this time. It is un¬

derstood that a sjstem of passports, to be rigidly enforced
at Detroit, Buffalo, Suspension Bridge, and Sacket's Har¬
bor, will be invoked to bold men to the sacred duty of fight¬
ing for their country."

It seems that this call of the President for three hundred
thousand more men swells the total number called into tbe
army, since the commencement of tbe war, to 3 256,840.
Tbe Journal of Commerce enumerates as follows the sev¬

eral calls:
Raised in 1861, as per report of Secretary
Cameron, for three months 77,875

Raised in the same year, as per same report,
for three years 660,i>71

Call of July 1st, 1862 (3 years' men) 300,000
Call of August 4tb, 1362, for militia (nine

months' men).... j 300,000
Call for militia of certain States June 15tb,

1863, to repel invasion of Pennsylvania... 120,000
Draft of July, lf63 (3 years' men) 300,000
Number raised since Uctob;r 17tb, as por

statement of Senator Wilson 700,000
Call of July 18th, 1864 (one year men) 500 000
Last oall, December 19,1864 300,000
Total 3.258.846

At tbe lust meeting of the Boston Society of Natural His
tory a report was made by a member upon the effect of
pulverited borax upnu the water bugs and cockroaches
that infest our bouses. The experiment was tried by sprink*
ling it around every crack and crevice suspected of afford
ing shelter to these inaects, with this effect: that after
three or four days quantities of dead ones were found ou

tbe floor, and hardly a live one could be found in tbe bouse

hALTVILLE NOT CAPTURED
Tbe Richmond Sentinel of Saturday says: "The re¬

ported capture of tbe salt works is not correct. The last
beard of the raiders they were making in the direction of
Wytheville. Tbe salt works are considered safe There
is ample force, under tbe command of a skillful General,
in a position to protect tbe works."

The Boston Post says : " One of our merchant* yestet
terdsy paid the excise on ?00 barrels domestic spirits, which
amounted to the snug little sum of sixty-six thousand three
hundred dollars."

THE SIEGE 07 SAVANNAH.

SHERMAN'S OPERA*10**8 GEORGIA.THE
CAPTURE OF FORT MoALLlSTER

The Secretly °f War announces the reoeipt of
despatches from Gen. Foster, who had a persona)
interview on ^e rooming of Wednesday, the 14th
insta»t> Uen. Sherman, at Fort McAllister,
wluuh had been taken by assault on the preceding
day. Savannah was closely besieged, and its cap-
ture; with the rebel foroes there, was oontidcntly
expected. General Foster reports that Sher¬
man's army " is in splendid condition, having
lived on its march on turkeys, chickens, sweet po¬
tatoes, and other good things of the richest part of
Georgia." The march was feebly resisted.

o

REBEL ACCOUNTS.

The Riobmoud papers of Friday, the lClh iustaut, state,
oil the authority of official despatches, that o» Wednesday,
the 14th, General Sherman carried Fort McAllister, com¬

manding the entrance to the Ogeechee river, by storm, acd
that the capture of this position puts Sherman in commu¬
nication with our fleet, and " will necessitate the rein¬
forcement of Savannah."
The Richmond Dispatoh says: |" The gariiaou of tLe

fort consisted of one hundred aud fifty meu. Fort McAl¬
lister is on the Ogeechee river, fifteen miles southwest of
Savannah, at the point where the river is crossed by the
Savannah, Albauy, and Gulf railroad, aud about six miles
from Osstibaw Souud. The capture of this position puta
Sherman in communication with the Yankee fleet. With¬
out attempting any military criticism, we cannot withhold
the opinion that the exposing of one hundred men to the
aesault of Sherman's whole army was a piece of extrava¬
gance that Sherman's present military resources do not
e^ein to warrant."
The Examiner says: "Fort McAllister communds the

entrance to the Ogeechee river, and has prevented the en¬

emy heretofore from ascending the river. We believe
there are other works further up the stream which would
render the navigation of the stream by the enemy extreme¬
ly uncomfortable. Tfce fall of Fort McAllister does not by
any means involve the loss of Savannah, but will necessi¬

tate the reinforcement of the troops defending that city."
o

OFFICIAL DESPATCH FROM GEN. SHERMAN.
IIIS POSITION BEFORE SAVANNAH.

The War Department has received an official
despatch from Gen. Sherman, dated near midnight
of December 13th, on the gunboat Dandelion,
Ossabaw Sound. It was written before Gen. Fos¬
ter had reachcd him. He reports, in addition to
some details of future operations, the following in¬
teresting particulars of his victorious march
through Georgia and of his investment of the city
of Savannah :

On Board Dandelion,
Ossabaw Sound, Dtr. 13.11.50 P. M.

To- day at r» P. M. Gen Hazen's division of the Fif¬
teenth Corps carried Fort McAlliiter by assault, captur¬
ing its entire garrison and stores. This opened to us the
Ossabaw Sound, and I palled down to this gunboat to
communicate with the fleet.
Before opening communication we had completely de¬

stroyed all the railroads leading into Savannah and invest¬
ed the city. The left is on the Savannah river, three
miles above the city, and the right on the Ogeechee, at
King's Bridge.
The army is in splendid order and equal to any thing.

The weather has been fine, and tupplies abundant. Our
march was most agreeable, and we were not at all mo¬
lested by guerrillas.
We reached Savannah three days ago, but owing to Fort

McAllister we could not communicate, but cow we have
McAllister we can go ahead. We have already captured
two boats in the Savaunah river and prevented thuir gun¬
boats from coming down.

I estimate the population of Savannah at twenty-five
thousand and the garrison at fifteen thousand, Geo. Hardee
commanding.
We have not lost a wagon in the trip, but have gathered

in a large supply of negroes, mules, horses, iHlc., and our
teams are in far better condition than wheu we started.
My first duty will be to clear the army of surplus negroes,
mules, and horses.
We have utterly destroyed over two hundred miles of

railroad, and consumed stores and provisions that were

essential to Lee's aud Hood's armies.
The quick work made with Fort McAllister, and the

opening communication with our fleet, and consequent in¬
dependence for supplies, dissipates all their boasted threats
to head me off and starve the army. I regard Savannah
a< already gained Yours, truly,

W. T. Sherman, Major General.
o

LATEST FROM SAVANNAH.

The transport steamer Fulton, from Port Royal on the
IStb, reports that Savannah was s'tll in the hands of the
rebels. Its surrender had not been demanded when the
Fulton sailed. Mnjor General Slocum's corps hoi Is all the
approaches on the north side of Savannah,including all the
railroads leading out of the town. Gen. Howard's army
connects with his right, and swiugs around to the Ogeechee
river at Fort McAllister.
Gen. Sherman is reported to have secured on his march

and brought with him seven tboiwand able-bodied negroes,
twelve hundred head of cattle, and so many horses, mules,
and wagons as to seriousiy embarrass him. His total losa
of men, from all causes, during the march, was only aboot
one thousand in both wings of the army. The particulars
of the storming of Fort McAllister are thus stated :

" At hall past four o'clock on Wedueaday morning (Jen,
Hazen place.i his division in position, with another division
of the Fifteenth Corps as a support, and when all bis pre¬
parations were completed the order was given, and his
gallant division, eager for the fight, marched at a double
quick step forward, penetrated the abattis surrounding the
work, plunged through the ditch, and scaled the parapets
of the lort.ten feet in height.and swarmed into the work
under a hot fire, which, while it cut down many, failed to
check the advance, and the work was oura. Most of the
garrison, bewildered by the sudden sweep of our veterans,
surrendered in haste, but others stood by their guns and
fought until they were bayoneted or cut down. The work
was quickly performed, and not an armed rebel remained
within the fort three minutes afier the parapets were
crossed by our seasoned veterans, and the cheer of victory
rang out olearly in the misty morning air, and announced
success to the eager troops stretching around the doomed
city of Savannah The subsiantial resulta of our victory
are two hundred aud more prisoners, twenty one heavy
guns and a large quantity of ordnance and subsistence sup
plies, and, in a still more substantial way, an open port,
through which Gen. Sherman can draw all his needed sup¬
plies around his men, and can make his investment of S«-
vannah perfectly at cure so far as the question of subiist-
ence is concerned.'

Charleston papers to the Ifith contain little news, and
aeem to know but little of the movements of Gen. Sberuian.
We extract the following referring to the oaptare of Fort
McAllister:
"We have no very full budget of intelligent* .> from Ha

vannah. Kberiom seems, for the present, to have abao
doued the direct attack on the oity, and appears to be turn¬
ing his attention to the reduction of the outworks.
"We regret to announce the fall of Fort McAllister.

(That post was carried early yesterday rooming by assault,
in which a heavy column of Sherman's best troop* partici
pated. It is believed that the enemy will next make a des
perate effort to gain possession of Genesis Point. We have
beard no detsils of the assault or of the casualties.
"Along the line of the Charleston and Havannah railroad

all continues quiet. The Yankees, while at Gordon, Oa ,

stated that they would soon enter South Carolina, and that
they would not leave a house standing in the State."

The frequent capture, by the Confederates, of supples
sent from Kansas and Missouri to Fort Smith, Arkausss,
and Fort Scott, Kausas. by the overland route, has elicited
an order directing that hereafter supplies shall be for¬
warded to Fort Smiib, and other military pr,s'.a on the
Arkansas frontier, by way of Cairn and Memphis, and
thence by river to the point of destination One capture
made ricsntly by the Confederates included eleven thou¬
sand complete suits of soldiers' clothing

THE WAK IN TENNEbSEE.
A BATTLE AMD A VICTOKY.HOOD AVAILED

AND DRIVEN FKOM HIH WOKKS.

The following official despatch from Gen. Thomas,
announces a successful assault by his foroes upon
Jlood'.s army, in front of Nashville, on Thursday
last:

"Nasiivii.i.e, December,lf».9 P. M.
" We attacked the enemy's left this morning and drove

it from the river below the city, very nearly to the Frauk-
lin pike.distance about eight miles. We have captured
Chalmei's headquarters and train, and a second train of
about twenty wagons, with between eight hundred and a
thousand prisoners, and sixteen pieces of artillery. Our
troops behaved splendidly, all taking their share iu assault¬
ing and carrying the enemy's breastworks. I shall attack
the enemy again to-morrow, if he stands to tight; and if he
retreats during the night, will pursue him, throwing a

heavy cavalry force in his rear to destroy his trains, if
possible. Geo. II. Thomas, Mojor General.''

o

UNOFFICIAL ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE.

Nashville, (Tens.) Dec. 15, 18U4.
The army commenced moving at daybreak t6day with

Qen. Steed man's Corps on our left, the Fourth Corpsnext, and then A. J. Smith's Corps. The cavalry foroe
moved to the right and the Twenty-third Corps wan held
in reserve.
Very little except reconnoitering was doae until after

meridian, but at half-past twelve o'clock the order to ad-
vance wag given and the whole column mov?d onward.

'Ihe rebels evidently expected that Gen. Thomas would
attempt to turn their left Hank. All the indications would
oiube us to suppjse this, and they offered numerous induce¬
ments lor us to do so, and had carefully prepared their
works to receive'our forces if we should attack them in
that uuarter.

lo ktep up tbe delusion Steedtu&n's ojiiimaud was or¬
dered to bkirmith heavily on the rebel left fl«ik, and he
moved forward in the direction of the point which the
rebels believed we were threatening.\\ hile Steedman was manceuveriDg in this manner, the
rebles were matisiDg on their left, and we were concentrat¬
ing the Sixteenth and Twenty-third Corpa and Gen. Wil¬
son s oavalry on our right.I be result of this was that when the bugles sounded the
advance our right wing advauced rapidly between the left
ot the rebels and the Cumberland river, completely doub¬
ling upon a rebel'division whioh the rebels had posted to
blockade the river. A battery was taken here by our for¬
ces and sent to the rear.
The rebels had by this time perceived that our attack

on the right was a (eint, and Hood soon attempted to atone
lor his mutukf, but he was too late, as our right had estab¬
lished a force on tbe tnaiu bank of the river, and were
steadily advauciug.

tfc® whole 1 wentj-'.hird Corps had taken a position on
the extreme right, while Smith's Corps executed a half
wheel, driving the columns of rebels before him easily and
rapidly.

^
Soon.tbe hill where the rebels were posted was

takeu, with little loss and less difficulty. In an hour or so
the rebels had presented a strong front, aud our progress
for the moment was checked.

It was now visible that the contest was about to com¬
mence. Another diversion on the left was made to enable
our men on the right to get into position and strengthen
themselves, so ao to be ready for a charge. In lrout of
tbe Fourth Corps, and about one mile bey ond Acklin, the
rebels bad a strong line of works, defended by a heavy line
of skirmishers. Gen. Wood ordered a charge upon it, and
the word " forward " was shouted by the division, brigade,and regimental commander?, and with promptuei-s and de¬
cision the men leaped over tbe breastworks aud advanced.

In less than twenty minutes our forces had possession of
the rebel w< rks, and the banners of the Fourth Corps
were planted on them.
Our men, flushed with victory, without orders pushedforward and reached the second line of rebel Works by

the in.st strenuous exertions aud captured tome prisoners,
which, with those taken previously, amounted to over one
thousand.

Ihe second line of rebel entrenchments were now in
sight, located on the verge of a hill, one mile from their
skirmish line. Ihese entrenchments were built with great
skill, and some time elapsed ere our men were got iu poti-tion to advance upon them.
Our cavalry had advanced meanwhile uutil its right

rested on the hills, six miles beyond Nashville. Movingfrom the liver they couM now maimuvre without d.fticulty.
Instead of facing to tbe west they now faced directly
south. The Second Corps of Schofield and Smith's corps
were iu position directly parallel ou the left The skir¬
mishers were advanced u» tbe Hillsborough pike, shelter-
ing themselves behind fenoeson the north side, while the
Fourth Corps w«.s formed at right angles, the front division
lying directly across tbe Hillsborough pike, and tbe re- J
mainder beicg to the left of it.
While these movements were going on, and our i ues

were forming, aud batteries being placed, the rebels could
be distinctly seen moving to the left towards Hillsborough,
with tb* view to prevent our turning their right flank.
As far as could be ascertained the entire rebel reserve was
thus thrown in front of our right and centre. in the mean
time our commanders sent reinforcements equally strong
to our posts menaced by tbe rebels.
At hall-past three all was ready for tha cLarge on the se¬

cond line of ibe rebel works. Tbe position was a strong one,
to reach which our forces had to ascend bills to an elevation
of filteen degrees without any protection ; but the lines
were four columns deep, with ampin reserves. Our forces
were massed against the rebel lines, and the veteran
columns were hurled against the rebel* with irresistible
force, and at ten minutes before five P. M. the cbargo
commenced. Tbe first and second divisions of the Fourth
Corps moved west, and the third division, at right angles
with it, moved south. On the right of the Fourth Corps
was tbe corps of A. J. Smith
Tbe first and second divisions of the Fourth Corps had

the hardest part of the ta»k to perform. They had to
move in an exposed position to tho rebel works in their
front, and these works were more formidable and stronger
than those elsewhere.
Under a heavy fire of grape, canister, and mutketry our

men moved steadily forward; but owing to tbe rebels
firing too high it mostly passed over tbeui.otherwise the
slaughter would have been terrible. soma of our ui«mi
were killed, but tho list of casualties were less than ex j
pec ted.

After alvai.cing witbiu one hundred and fifty yards of
the rebel w. rks tueir fire became very severe. Our troops
never wavered, but, with a shout along the lines, and ring¬
ing along the Hillsborough p:k», they r.ga'n advanced and
were almost immediately upon the entrenchments. The
distance yet to be passed did not exceed one bundrid
yards, and reinforcements were in si^ht coming, yet the
rebels evinced no signs of retiring, and discharged volley
after volley into our ranks at a distance of twenty five
yards A lew of our men bad now reached tbe works and
were uking the bayonet, when lome of the rebels fl «d, fo!
lowed by others, anil soon all broke and tl^d in th« wildest
confusion. Four im pounder Napoleon guns their artil'ertsts
attempted to secure, but they only succeeded in getting oti*
of them i ii the field.
We secured three cannon and two caissons, with a larga

lot of small arms. We also captured in this charge about
four hundred pr soneri. Our losses in this charge did not
exceed one huudrcd killed and wounded.

Smith's and irchufield's corps had in the mean time ac'-
vanced half a mile to the soutii of tbe Hillsborough pike,
capturing there a whole battery of aix guns. To * mtkes
tbe total of artillery cautured.five guns being taken on
the extreme left by the Fifteenth Ohio.-amount to eigh¬
teen guns. Several battle flags were also taken. The
rebel loss in killed and wounded is not less than six hun¬
dred, while ours ii only about three hundred

ibe rebel* have takeu up another line, and may delecd
it to-morrow if they do not retreat tc-nigbt.

THE BATTLE RENEWED 021 i WAY 4>td THE
REBKLS DEFEATED AT Aa.1. , >1i4.

The following official report of Gen. Thomas
shows that on Friday last he renewed his assault
upjn the army of Oen. Ilood, in front of Nash¬
ville, with complete success. Tho lines of the
enemy were broken and driveu in all directions,
and a large portiou of his artillery and a Lumber of
prisontrs taken :

Headqlmrtcks Department Cumberland,
Eiuht Miles krom Nashville,

Dtctmbtr 1c.6 P M.
I Lave tbe honor fo report that tbe enemy 1 ai been

pressed at all points to day in bis line of retreat to tbe
Brent word Hills.

Brig. Gen. Hatch, of Wilson's oorps of cavalry, on tbe
right, turned the enemy 's left, and captured a large nuoi

ber of prisoner*.number not yet reported
Major Gen. Scbrfield * corps, oeit on tLe left of the

cavaUy, carried several hill*, captured many prisoner*, and
.u piece* of artillery

Brevet Major Oen. Smith, r:eit on left of Mtjor Gen.
Schofield, carried tbe salient point of the enemy * line
with McMillen'* brigade of MoArthnr'a diviaion, capturing
sliteen piece* of artillery, two Brigadier Generals, and
.bout two thousand prisoners.

Brig Oen. Garrard * divUioo, of smith * CGtumaaJ.aext
on the irff of MoArtbur'* division, carried the enemy'a

oiiireuciimout#, capturicg *11 the artillery »ud troop* ol the
enemy ou the line.

Brig. Gen. Wood's troop*, ou the Franklin pike, took upthe assault, carrying the eueaiy'a entrenchment*; in hi*
retreat captured eight piece* of artillery, something over
*>x hundred priaoner*, and drove the enemy within one
mile of the Brentwood Hill Pa**.
Major Gen Steadman, commanding detachuieut* of the

different artuie* of the Military Division of the Missistippi,ino»t nobly supported Gen. Wood'* left, and bore a m<>*t
honorable part iu the operation* of the day.I have ordered the purauit to be continued in the morn¬
ing at dayl'ght, although the troops are very much fatigued.The utmost enthusiasm prevail*.

I must not forget to report th« operations of llrig. Gen.
Johnson in successfully driving the enemy, with the co¬
operation of the gunboats under Lieutonant Commander
Fitch, from their established batteries ou the Cumberland
river, below the city of Nashville, and of the suocess of
Brig. Geu. Croxton's brigade in covering and returning
our right and rear. Although I have no report of the
number of prisoners captured by Johnson's and C'roxtou's
commands, 1 know they have made a larga number.

I am glad to be able to state that the number of prison¬
ers captured ye*terday greatly exceeds the number re¬
ported by telegraph last evening. The woods, fields, and
entreuchments are strewn with the enemy's small arms
abandoned in their retreat.

In conclusion, I am happy to state that all this has been
effected with but a very Brnall loss to us. Our loss does
uot exceed three thousand, and very few killed.

Geo H. Thomas, M«j »r General.
o

THE ROUf AND PURSUIT OF HOOD'S ARMY-
MORIS GUNS AND PRISONERS CAPTUBKD.

The following extracts from late official de¬
spatches of Gen. Thomas have been published bytho Secretary of War :

Headquarters Department or the Cumberland,
Near Franklin, (Tenn.) December 17, 18GI.

A report just reached me from Major Geu. Wilson
states that at six o'clock P. M. to-day he attacked and
dispersed Stevenson's division of rebel infantry, and a bri¬
gade of ea.valry, capturing three guns. The Fourth United
State* Cavalry, Hatch'* division of cavalry, supported by
Knipe's division of cavalry, did the work, making several
beautiful charges, breaking the rebel infanlry in all dirtc
tiuns. Had it only been light, the rebel rear-guard would
have been entirely destroyed. As it is, it has been severely
punished. The whole army will continue the vlgorou*
pursuit in the morning. This attack was made *ix unit*
beyond Franklin

Georgs II. Thomas, Major General.

Headquauteks Dipartment of Cumberland,
Near Franklin, ('itnn.) December 17.3 P. M.

We have pressed the enemy to-day beyond Franklin,
capturing his hospitals, containing over fifteen hundred
of hia wounded and about one hundred aad City of our
wounded. In addition to the above. Gen. Knipe, com¬

manding a division of civalry, drove the enemy's rear

guard through Franklin to day, capturing about two hun¬
dred and fifty prisoners and five battle fl-g', with viry
little loss i n our tile. Citizens of Franklin represent
Hood's army as completely demoralized.

In addition to the captures on yesterday, reported iu my
despatch last night, I have the honor to report the capture
of Gen. Rucker and about two hundred and fifty pri¬
soners'of the enemy's cavalry, in a fight that occurred
last night between (Jen. Rucker and Gen. Hatch, of our

cavalry.
The enemy has been pressed today, both in front and

oa both flanks. Brig. Gen. Johnson succeeded in striking
him on the flink ju»t beyond Franklin, capturing quite a

number of prisoners.number not yet given. My cavalry
u pressing him closely, and I a in very much in hopes of
getting many more prisoners t<-morrow.

Gf.OHCIE H. ThoMIS, Major General.

GFAT THOMAS STILL PURSUING THE ENEMY. .
A FEW MORfc PRISONERS

Heauqoarters Departm't op the Cumberi and.
Ntur Spring Hill, December lb, 1»C4.

The enemy hai been vigorously pursued to-diy, but has
studiously avoided any attack by my troops. I have suc¬
ceeded in taking a few prisoners.some two or three hun¬
dred but our captures are light in comparison with the
success of the past three day*. The pursuit will be oon
tinued in the morning at ai early A3 hour as the troops
can marcb.
The following copies of orders found iu Breckinridge's

camp in Ea»t Teunoaeee are transmitted for your infor¬
mation :

Headquarters West I'irginia and F.asl Tennessee,
Wythetiile, (Fa) December 2, 1864.

General Orders No 27..In accordance with iustructious
received from the Ordnance Department at Richmond
that it ha* become of j?ital importance to husband smtll
arms, ammunition, and lead, the following order is pub¬
lished :

All lead which can bo gleaned from battle-fields, or other¬
wise obtain"d, will be collected by tbe br gt»de ordnance
officers aud be seut t<» the nearest arsenal. All arms to be
relieved of their wads for cleaning., The balls should be
drawn, if practicable, otherwise toe loads should be dis¬
charged into boxes of sa'id or dirt, so that the lead may be
recovered and turned into the ordnance depot.
The atteution of tbe commanding officers is called to the

neoesnty giving rise to this order, and it« rigid enforce¬
ment is strictly enjoined by commanding officers.
By command of Major General Breokinriooe:

J. hTODDARD Johnson, a. A. G.

Headers Ihuaitment H'<*t I 'irginia and F.asl Tennessee,
llytherUU, (la) December if, lufrt.

CUU'L'LAR .The attention of commanding (.fficers is
called to tbe scarcity of fjrage in this department, and the
absolute necessity of using economy iu its consumption.
Evidences of wsste have beeu observed heretofore. 1 he
proper < ffi;ers must in all cases superintend the issue ol
forage, ai d commanding < fficers and every company offi
cer must irive his strict personal .attention.

T. H. Myers, a. A. G.
I have found the railroad thus far but little disturbed,

and my trains will be up by railroad iu a day or two at the
furthest. The telegraph is up with me now.

I ti id upnti receiving more cjrrect reports of tie opera¬
tions of the Kith instant, that Maj. Gen. Ed. Johnson's en¬

tire division, with all the brigade commanders, wis c#p-
tured in the works which were captured by assault, be.
¦idea destroying a brigade of the enemy's cavalry anl cap¬
turing its commander, Brig. Gen. Rucker.
Among the captures made to day arts tbe rebel Brig-

Gen. Quarles, wounded, and a number of rebels, also
wouuded, lying iu the houses by the roadside, unable to get
away. Geo H Thomas,

Major General Commanding.

FROM NASHVILLE.

I NarHVILLE, Dr.c. *20..All officer of Gen. Rousseau's
btafl', direct from the headquarters of Gen Thomai, arnv-

i ed here hist uight. Our forces were then at 8pring Hill,
near Columbia. Ho d's army, the remnant < 1 it, was at
Duck river, which it wm crossing as last as possible. All
our wounded left at Franklin were rccwred. We also
captured there numbers of rebels. »evt«reljr wounded, in¬
cluding Gen Quarles, ol Tennessee, formerly .Supervisor
of the Banks of (his State Yesterday morning General
Hatoh captured three guns from tbe rebel oivalry force at
Spring Hill. Our total captures of artillery from Hood
amount to sixtj-oue pieces Tbe lost of Forrest in his at¬
tack oo Murfreesboro on '1 hursday last is estimated at
fifteen hiudred killed and wounded, who fell into oar
hands. The, n bt I army, from all accounts, has become
utterly demoral.zed, is utterly unable to make a stand, and
has scarcely any artillery left. The telegraph is working
to Hpnng Hill Trains will run to Frankliu this morning
Gen. Schofirld was io Columbia yesterday morning. Our
total loss in wounded in the battles ol Thursday and Fr.
day will rrach but little ov» r two thousand men The
river is riaicg rapidly, and there are fifteen feet of wafer
on the Shoals

It is announced that the Govtrumrul je»lerda>' recenfd
official ('espatchea from Gen Thomas wh.ch stata that
Hood a army continued to retreat and was scattering Gen.
Thomas says that tbe storm of Tuesday, tbe was »o

severe as to impede military operations It seems, never¬

theless, that thirteeu hundred additional prisoners were

captured on that day.

EXPEDITION FOH WILMINGTON.
The day it »u near when intelligence may be expectedfrom the fleet v,bi:h left Portress Monroe on Tuesday oflast week for Wilmington,. (N. C.) that the followingtable of division*, *hipi, and guns* will be valuableThe fleet consists of seveuty-four tail, carrying six hundred

and sixty-six guns, under the command of Admiral David
D PoilTEK.iupported by Commodore* Radford, Thatcher,
Laumun, Schenck, and Godon, with six hospital tugs,
.even hospital ehlps, and seven ordinary tug*. The fol-.
lowing in the fleet order:

Ships. Usui.First division Mi ..164Second division 15160Third division i.,12 ...120Fourth division 1717ftIrou-cl&d division 63u
.

d
.

06 64'JFlag«hip I .4

37
*

653Tug# for general service.. 7 (each 2 guns) 14

74 666

The New York Evening Post of Tuesday ban an inter¬
esting article relative to the preparation and strength of
the fleet, the plan of attack upon Wilmir^ton, and the
rebel defences, from which we extract the following

ORGANIZATION of the fleet.
Preparations ft r the capture of the forts defending (he

entrance to Cape Fear river have been in progrees lormonths, but not until about the first of September werethe * flicers assigned, and measures taken to carry the de¬sired plans into execution. About that time Admiral Por¬ter was directed to assume command of the North Atlan¬tic Blockading Squadron, and he at ouca commenced to
put bis iquadron in order.

The first step taken was in perfecting the iron-clad fleet,which wan done &< speedily as possible, and the result has
produced the Dictator, one of the largest vessels of her
class in the navy ; the Atlanta, one of the best productionsof rebel ingenuity; the New Ironsides, which has never
been fuund wanting ; the Mouadnock, which was deemed
*o valuable a vessel that she whs at once selected as the
flagship of the squadion, and otht*r iron-clads, whiclfwill
be of great service in carrying out the plans. Among the
wooden ves»eb selected were the Wabash, which was
Admiral Dupont's fligship at the capture of Port Koyal;the Minnesota, of Monitor and Merrimack renown; the
Colorado, the chief among the filty gun ecrew frigates ;
the Brooklyn, of New Orleans, V.cksburg, and Mobil®
fame. '1 he fl >e£ numbered, all told, sixty-eix veisels, and
aix hundred aiid forty-nine guns. Quite a large number
of the vessels are blockade runners, purchased by the
Government, and converted into gunboats. The choice of
;hese ships was wise, inasmuch as they are of light draught,and eapabh of easily threading the intricate channels
which constitute the approach to the Cape Fear river

TLAN OF ATTACK.
The general plan of attack was decided up.m « short

time alter Admiral Porter assumed command of the fl.-et
It wan decided that the heavy vessels, whicb, by reason of
their draiight of water, could rot cross the bar, should lie
off within a distance of two miles and acUvely shell Fort
I' '"her, which commands the entrance over New Inlet bar
Ihe vessels not participating in the general bombardment
are to pans up the channel and over the bar into the river,
it 18 thought that some vessels may be lost or ao badly dis-
ab ed as to reader them incapable of offensive fiction, but
the number of the fleet employed will prevent «ny d:si»tei
trom such an accident.

'J he sides of the wooden vesaela are plated with chain
armor, as were Admiral Farragut'a fleet when tfcey passed
torts JacksoB and at. Phillip, and Forts Morgan and
uaities in Mobile Bay. The same precaution of lashing the
vessels side by side will be resorted to if circumstances
will permit. Whila the fl.-et rendezvoused at Uamptou
Koads the yards, topmista.andexiraspars v>ere sent down .

boats removed trom the decks, and the vessels cleared fur
action in the most thorough manner. Bags filled with sand
were placed on the mon vulnerable part® of the deck* and
in places to protect the boilers and machinery. In fact
every thing that human ingenuity could devisu has been
done to make the vessels shoe and uhell proof.

Hospital ships are provided for the accommodation of
¦iz hundred wounded, and an extra corps of surgeons wu
assigned to the squadron. Seven hospital steamers acd h
number of tug« were tnus detailed, under the direction M
r ieet Surgeon Fox, and every measure udopied to g ve

proper care and attention to the wounded in tue action.
THE TOIST OF ATTACK.

Wilmington stands on the left bank of the 'anoFear
rift r, thirty-five miles front the ocean It hka been a port
of the utmost value to the rebels since the breaking out ot
the war, ar.d^after the capture ot M.-bAo and the closing ot
the ports of Charleston and Savanuan, Las been tb« nrinn,

pal port of entry. I he mouth of C^o fVar Jfvet i °aJ
situated that it has been most difficult to blockade success
fally notwithstanding the vigikece of our blockaders
large numbers of vessels have passed in and out of the port
uuaeeo. e trade of tuia port has been immense, and ia
estimated at many mill.ona of. dollars. The Navy Depart
ment have maintained the moat perfect blockade possible
k'r 4

m *?C* e*l^iug twenty miles, and yot have not
b en able to prevent tbe rebel. from running their sbina in
an I out on favorable ocoiaiona. Now, bowefer, Admiral
Porter will effectually seal it aa hermstirally as Mobilo ia
sealed by the victouea of Farragut.
The entrance to Cape Fear river ia obstructed by three

bars, known as the " Western," " Main," and "N^w Inlet-
bars. So materially have these bars changed from time
t > time that t&e old sailing directions would bo almost u*.v
less at present for piloting purposes, still the main fea
turos of the channel have uot changed, ao that a flset
guided by even the old laudniaiks, could gain an entrance'
Ihe New Inlet passage affords the beat facilit ea for en
trance, and will probably be used by Admiral Porter for
his mam operations.

the kebri. fortifications.
Ou Federal Point ia located the celebrated Fort Fisher

one of the largest earthworks of its atyle in the Confedr'
racy. Its armament ia unequalled in rang* or efficiency.
It mounts about fllty guna, many of the heaviest Blakelv
rifle'; near it are a number of small worka. callod water
batteries, all mounting guns of heavy calibre. Similar
works exist opposite Fort Fisher, the guns of whica mm
g.e their lire with that of the fort. Together these works
command a distance of six mile*, three in «ach direction
I here is a formidable earthwork a l-.ttlo further up th»
<. >ast, near the lighthouse, the guns of whioli cover the
-.-award approach to the Now Inlet bar entrance*, Near
lort 1 isber a battery, placed upon au artificial sand bill
threatens much antioyanoe to our fleet. Its guns are ablo
to throw plunging abot, as well aa pr. joctifes, far out aea
ward.

THE ENTIMM E.

The entrance by the way of New Inlet is so a.mated and
guarded by heavy artillery that vesaela attempting to go io
or run by the forta would be subjected to a tremendous
cross-fire. The heavy frigates, whose draught of water
precludes their cross n* the bar, muat of necessity anchor
outride or aail up and down the beach ; or perhapa they
w ill sail in a c icle as d;d )>un< nt's tl -et at the capture of
Port Koyal Ky this method they would be enabled to
keep their fcuns cool, the men fresh, and at the aame tin.*
a-riomly interfere with the aocurscy o( the rebel fire. The
ground i ver wh:ch tb<» heavy veaaeli muat fight ia a tnfli
over two miles fri m Fort Fisher, yet it ia within effective
range at a moderate elefation of the guns. On Zeek'a
Island, and oppoaite Fort Fisher, there ia said t>exiata
small water battery mounting nina guna.

THE WESTEHN B Ut ENTKAKCE.
Ihe entrance by the westeru bar ia alio well guarded,

and i!a approachea am defended in tbe most approved'
manner known to et g.neering acienca. The firat works to
be encountered going in this w ay are situated on Oak
Island, near the light-houses. It is uot generally known how
many guns are in position ther*. bat undoubtedly there is
a sufficient number to do our fleet much damage before
they can be silenced or passed. On Bald Head, the south¬
ern extremity of Smith's Ialaud, is aituated a small work,
whose guns throw their miaiilea across the channel Next
cornea Fort Caswell, built by the United States before tba
war. it ia a work with five aides, three of them mounting
guns, about sixty ad told. Thia work has been strength
..tied recently, and is uodoubtedly a very formidable affair.

Poasibly^the iroti-ciada may operate against this work. Just
above Fort Caswell ia a atuall work, located on EJattery
Island Ou the right band aide of the river, coming down,
ia Fort Johnson, situated at SnnthWIIe. and about one and
a half miles from Fort Caswell. Above this, at various
points on the river, are said to be batteries of various aites,
but mostly small and of little importance.

, THE OHSTKICIIORS.
The rebela did not place any obatruciioua >n tho river

until they found out through desertera that we were about
to attack Wilmington; bene but little if any thing is

known of that part of their defences. Doubtless torpedoes,
sunken »es*els, and other impedimenta have beeu by thia
time placed in tbe best possible positions to do harm.
It is possible that Admiral Porter will be content with the
oapture of the seaward defences of W ilmiugton, without
attempting to pass up to tbe city itself, in whieh oaae be
will have no occaaion to penetrate further up tbe Cape
Fear river than a few miles above the priocipal forta at
the entrance. If tbia be ihe caae, the " tor, do corps"
will have their labor for naught.

The demand of the Btasilian Government for reparation
lot the seizure of the Florida ia uoderaiood to have been
insolent in tone. The reply of the Secretary of 8tate,
which ia juat completed, ia Arm, yet conciliatory ; not en-

d?ratng the aetcure, and expraaaing a desire to have th*
matter fairly adjusted.


